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On 2 July 1549 Agence France Presse (Arp) quoted a Salgon Vietnanose language

newspaper as saying that around the middie of June 199 some Vieilnsmese nation-
alist iroops revelted against the authority of Ho Chi Minh and the ¥iet Minh.
The lezder of the revolt was reported to be Cao Van Khanh, commsnder of the
Fifth Military Zonae. According to the dispateh the French authorizies in
Seipon ware unable to confirm the report but stated that there was known to

be a significant trend of opinion against the Viet Minh in that area.

+»  The Viet Minh regime has divided the area of Amnam into three military zones
(Zonee N, 5, and 6). The Fourth Zons (northera Ancan) is important az one of
25X1A the strongest and Jargest Viet Minh controlled areas and as an advance defense
for Tonkin, The Sixth Zone (south Annam) in which, however, the pesition of
the Viet Minhk is much wosker, plays a similar role for the Viet finh defenses
ir Cochinching. The Fifth Zone stretches between Quang Nam (158-5C; 108-20)
- and Qui Nhon (13-50; 109=15). This zon: is sometimes referved o as the
*uang Area as thers are a muber of towng in it with nawes begloning with
the syllable "Quang." This area conbains a relatively marrow ccastal plain
which is the enly rapld weans of commuricstion and transportation botwsen the
Fourth and Sixth Zones and, consequently, batween Tonkin and Cochinchina,
Although this region is largely self-sufficient in food, it is not of prime
economi.¢ imporbance. Its real importance lies in its strategic nosition. 25X1A
The ares also has a long history. of revolutionary resistance almosh comparable

«

to that of the Fourth Zone, birthplace of Ho Chi Ifinh and Vo Nouzren Gilap.

L

3 ¢ ted DY the pro-Japansse Tran Trong Kim
v n Aungust 1945, Cao Van Khanh enlisted as e private iu the Viet
Minh army. By Nevember 1945 he had become a captalin and in Jamery 1956 he
bacams & colovel and deputy commander of the Fifth Zoms. In March 19LS the
commander of the Fifth Zone, Hpuyen Son, was transferred bo the comnand of
tha Fouxth Zone and Xhanb succeeded him in command of the Fifth Zons,x
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Kharh is ar exbremely strong and dynamic character. I 1s peopular with his
troeps and the local inhabitants. His hatred for the French was strengthened
by the death of three of his ;reateszt friends in battles ageinst the French.

The news of Khanh's revoli was received in a curious fashion by the French.
Iinlike the defections of other nationalisits (Bay Vien, Nem Iluma, Tran uang -
Vinh) which were heralded by the French and pro-French elements with a great
deal of puklicity and propaganda, this news was rolegated to an inconspicuous:
vlace. It was not mentioned by Radio Saigon and was repsated by the French
press only after it had appeared in the Saigon Vietnamese language press.

The first information received by the Viet Nam News Service in Bangkok regard-
ing he reported revolt was the Reuters dispatch printed in the Bangiok Post
on ¥ July. The Viet lfinh in Bangkok, including the Viet Nam Delépation and
ihe chiefs of the Viet Nam News Sevvice, were taken by surprise when they read
the report. MNobt having received any instructions from the Ho Chi [inh govern-
ment regarding vhe line of comment to adopt on the information, they refrainsd
Trow wentloning it in their publications. Privately they admlt that the Fifih
“Zone is very important and Cao Van Khanh is an extremely important leader.
They also edmit that, if the news of the revolt is accurate, it is an extremel:
dapgerous sitwation for the Viet !linh. For the moment the Viet Nem Hews Servirs
answers questions regariing the revelt by saying the sbory is probably an
invention. Howover, the Viet Nam News Servics radioced the Ho govermnent for
clarification of the report. Up to the present (12 July 1949) no reply has
baeen received. The Ho government: radio has made no menticn of the raported
7@voL .

mgggx_xzergga Nothing is known concerming hds wilitary or political

actLrlties from that date until the recent report of rsbellion. Howsver,
since he remained in command of the Fifth Zons, it seems probable that he
did nothing %o seriously alienate the Viet ilinh leadership during that
neriod. .
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